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    			invest in us. It’s a challenge to public and private partners, business leaders, philanthropists, advocates, elected officials and you. Build a better nation by expanding high-quality early childhood education programs for children from birth through age five. When we invest in them, we invest in us.

 
		  	

		

	




	

  
    
         
        
                  
Private-Sector Challenges


          
           
              
                  As of today, 

we are celebrating 
                  $340,769,000
                  in new private funding 

to support early 

childhood education.
              

            

          

                    
Public-Sector Commitments


          
           
              
                  State and local leaders are 

making early education a 

priority. As of today, 
                  22
                  communities and states 

have committed 

their support.
              

            

          

                    
Personal Pledges


          
           
              
                  More and more Americans support early childhood education. As of today, 
                  1,017
                  Americans have taken 

the pledge.
              

            

          

                    
Nonprofit Partners


          
           
              
                  Early childhood education is a 

top national priority. As of today, 
                  40
                  nonprofit partners support 

Invest in US.
              

            

          

                    
        


        
      

    

  



        



  


	

 
    
      Get Involved

    

    Every day, private partners, business leaders, philanthropists, advocates and individuals across the nation are taking action to ensure children have access to high-quality early education. You can too. Get involved today.
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	    	Businesses, foundations, organizations, and state and local leaders have made significant investments in quality early childhood education. See what they’re doing to create better education, health and economic outcomes for children.

 		


	    
	    	
	    		See All Commitments
	    	

	    	
	    		Take The Challenge
	    	

	    


	    

	    
	    

	    	1017 personal pledges


	    	
	    	
			
			
				
					
					J.B. and M.K. Pritzker Family Foundation


									$25 million

				
								
				


				Pritzker Children’s Initiative (PCI), a national project of the J.B. and M.K. Pritzker Family Foundation, has worked for over a decade toward a single achievable goal: that all at-risk infants… More


			
	    	


	    	
	    	
			
			
				
					
					Susan A. Buffett and Partners


									$15 million

				
									[image: Logo: Susan A. Buffett and Partners]

								
				


				Omaha is a mid-sized city with big-city challenges. This new investment will serve children and families living in two neighborhoods that are home to three of Nebraska’s four designated “high… More


			
	    	


	    	
	    	
			
			
				
					
					The David and Laura Merage Foundation


									$15 million

				
									[image: Logo: The David and Laura Merage Foundation]

								
				


				The David and Laura Merage Foundation is working to incubate an innovative shared services model for the child care industry known as Early Learning Ventures (ELV). The ELV technology platform… More


			
	    	


	    	
	    	
			
			
				
					
					The Heising-Simons Foundation


									$6.6 million

				
									[image: Logo: The Heising-Simons Foundation]

								
				


				The Heising-Simons Foundation will commit up to $6.6 million from 2015 through 2018 as part of a new public-private initiative it has launched to leverage federal investments in early childhood… More


			
	    	


	    	
	    	
			
			
				
					
					The Kresge Foundation


									$20 million

				
									[image: Logo: The Kresge Foundation]

								
				


				As part of our ongoing dedication to advance tangible, sustainable and long term progress in Detroit, the Kresge Foundation is proud to announce $20 million in new commitments over the… More


			
	    	


	    	
	    	
			
			
				
					
					The Walt Disney Company


									$55 million

				
									[image: Logo: The Walt Disney Company]

								
				


				As a part of the launch of Disney Imagicademy, a new, innovative learning initiative for families with children ages three to eight, Disney is donating $55 million in high-quality apps… More


			
	    	


	    	
	    	
			
			
				
					
					California


				
								
				


				California’s approach to early childhood education is guided by principles designed to help students thrive in preschool and be prepared for kindergarten—a quality early learning program, an early learning program connected… More


			
	    	


	    	
	    	
			
			
				
					
					Center for American Progress


				
									[image: Logo: Center for American Progress]

								
				


				The Center for American Progress is committed to promoting progressive ideas and actions. Improving access to high-quality early childhood programs for children from birth to age five is a central… More


			
	    	


	    	
	    	
			
			
				
					
					Bezos Family Foundation


									$5 million

				
									[image: Logo: Bezos Family Foundation]

								
				


				The Bezos Family Foundation is committed to helping all children realize their full potential, starting from day one. Through investments that span the continuum from birth to high school, the… More


			
	    	


	    	
	    	
			
			
				
					
					Foundation for Child Development


									$2 million

				
									[image: Logo: Foundation for Child Development]

								
				


				The Foundation for Child Development will commit at least $2 million over the next three years to support New York City’s new universal preschool initiative. The Foundation for Child Development… More


			
	    	


	    	
	    	
			
			
				
					
					Bainum Family Foundation


									$10 million

				
									[image: Logo: Bainum Family Foundation]

								
				


				The Bainum Family Foundation believes that children living in poverty should be given the chance to rise above their given circumstances by gaining access to high-quality early education and services. They… More


			
	    	


	    	
	    	
			
			
				
					
					CPB & PBS


									$20 million

				
									[image: Logo: CPB & PBS]

								
				


				In recognition of the vital role that quality early education experiences play in improving school readiness for our nation’s children, the Corporation for Public Broadcasting (CPB), the Public Broadcasting Service… More


			
	    	


	    	
	    	
			
			
				
					
					Irving Harris Foundation


									$5.5 million

				
									[image: Logo: Irving Harris Foundation]

								
				


				Irving Harris was driven by a clear understanding that investing early in human capital development would result in significant returns on public and private investments and, therefore, provide the greatest… More


			
	    	


	    	
	    	
			
			
				
					
					Grand Victoria Foundation


									$2 million

				
									[image: Logo: Grand Victoria Foundation]

								
				


				Grand Victoria Foundation is dedicated to the quality, continuity, and effectiveness of early childhood education in Illinois. We embrace the opportunity to leverage Invest in US for the benefit of… More


			
	    	


	    	
	    	
			
			
				
					
					Joyce Foundation


									$1.05 million

				
									[image: Logo: Joyce Foundation]

								
				


				In 2015 and 2016, the Joyce Foundation will support the Collective Illinois Effort by committing $1,050,000 to address the school readiness gap in Illinois by supporting strategies that promote innovations… More


			
	    	


	    	
	    	
			
			
				
					
					Kaplan Early Learning


									$1.6 millon

				
									[image: Logo: Kaplan Early Learning]

								
				


				Kaplan Early Learning Company (KELC) is excited to announce a commitment of $1.6 million over the next three years to the field of early care and education. KELC plans to… More


			
	    	


	    	
	    	
			
			
				
					
					LEGO Foundation


									$5 million

				
									[image: Logo: LEGO Foundation]

								
				


				In pursuit of its goal to empower children to become creative and engaged lifelong learners, the LEGO Foundation is proud to announce a commitment of $5 million to launch the… More


			
	    	


	    	
	    	
			
			
				
					
					Michigan


				
								
				


				Michigan is determined to provide its children a “great start” in their education. In 2013, a $65 million budget increase was proposed in the Great Start Program, which provides quality… More


			
	    	


	    	
	    	
			
			
				
					
					Mississippi


				
								
				


				Mississippi recently passed the bipartisan Early Learning Collaborative Act of 2013 and funding for Mississippi Building Blocks, which established preschool and technical assistance to private child care for the first… More


			
	    	


	    	
	    	
			
			
				
					
					Overdeck Family Foundation


									$3 million

				
									[image: Logo: Overdeck Family Foundation]

								
				


				Overdeck Family Foundation (OFF) believes that children’s beginning years are critical. Overdeck has contributed to early childhood since its inception. In addition to grantmaking, the Foundation supports the research of… More


			
	    	


	    	
	    	
			
			
				
					
					Scholastic


									$1 million

				
									[image: Logo: Scholastic]

								
				


				Scholastic commits to providing in-kind donations of over $1 million worth of books and professional learning opportunities to awardees of the U.S. Department of Education’s Preschool Development Grants and the… More


			
	    	


	    	
	    	
			
			
				
					
					The Kenneth Rainin Foundation


									$5 million

				
									[image: Logo: The Kenneth Rainin Foundation]

								
				


				In 2013, The Kenneth Rainin Foundation provided $500,000 in early learning grants. In 2016, the Foundation will invest over $5 million in young children. An investment will be made in… More


			
	    	


	    	
	    	
			
			
				
					
					PVH Corp. and Save the Children


									$5 million

				
									[image: Logo: PVH Corp. and Save the Children]

								
				


				PVH’s philanthropic mission is championing causes that advance the needs of women and children around the world. The commitment being made by PVH will improve access to high quality early… More


			
	    	


	    	
	    	
			
			
				
					
					Trust for Learning


									$15 million

				
									[image: Logo: Trust for Learning]

								
				


				Trust for Learning commits $15 million to increase access to high-quality, developmentally-appropriate early childhood education models for low-income and at-risk populations in the United States. In a collaborative strategy, Trust… More


			
	    	


	    	
	    	
			
			
				
					
					William Penn Foundation


									$11.2 million

				
									[image: Logo: William Penn Foundation]

								
				


				In addition to the William Penn Foundation’s ongoing support of early education initiatives in Pennsylvania and across the country, the Foundation is making a new $3.2 million commitment for the… More


			
	    	


	    	
	    	
			
			
				
					
					Age of Learning Inc./ABCmouse.com


									$10 million

				
									[image: Logo: Age of Learning Inc./ABCmouse.com]

								
				


				ABCmouse.com is the leading and most comprehensive online learning resource for children in preschool through 1st grade, with more than 7,000 carefully designed learning activities encompassing reading and language arts,… More


			
	    	


	    	
	    	
			
			
				
					
					Collective Greater Cleveland Community Effort


									$10.2 million

				
								
				


				The Greater Cleveland Community is a leader and national model for community collaboration, strategic focus, and local investment in birth through grade three strategies. This unique and transformative model has… More


			
	    	


	    	
	    	
			
			
				
					
					Collective Long Island Effort


									$7.5 million

				
									[image: Logo: Collective Long Island Effort]

								
				


				The Rauch Foundation has worked closely with The Horace and Amy Hagedorn Fund and The Hagedorn Foundation for more than 20 years to support organizations and policies on Long Island… More


			
	    	


	    	
	    	
			
			
				
					
					Collective Santa Barbara County Effort


									$3.5 million

				
								
				


				Santa Barbara County funders (Orfalea Foundation, James S. Bower Foundation, Santa Barbara Foundation, Hutton Parker Foundation and the Towbes Family Foundation) pledge a total of $3.5 million to a portfolio… More


			
	    	


	    	
	    	
			
			
				
					
					George Kaiser Family Foundation


									$25 million

				
								
				


				The George Kaiser Family Foundation plans new and renewed commitments of more than $125 million over five years in support of high-quality early childhood education programs and related parent engagement… More


			
	    	


	    	
	    	
			
			
				
					
					Robert R. McCormick Foundation


									$2 million

				
									[image: Logo: Robert R. McCormick Foundation]

								
				


				As part of the McCormick Foundation’s $6 million annual investment in education, the Foundation anticipates at least $2 million in new investments for the Collective Illinois Effort in 2015. These… More


			
	    	


	    	
	    	
			
			
				
					
					Robert Wood Johnson Foundation


									$15 million

				
									[image: Logo: Robert Wood Johnson Foundation]

								
				


				In 2014, RWJF began investing in initiatives to promote the social and emotional development of children, as a means to support overall wellbeing, including academic achievement, and improved resilience—and including projects… More


			
	    	


	    	
	    	
			
			
				
					
					The Heinz Endowments


									$9 million

				
									[image: Logo: The Heinz Endowments]

								
				


				The Heinz Endowments has current investments of more than $8.1 million in early childhood education grants and about $1 million in maternal and child health in Pennsylvania. These investments support… More


			
	    	


	    	
	    	
			
			
				
					
					Schumann Fund for New Jersey


									$1.5 million

				
								
				


				The Schumann Fund for New Jersey will provide up to $1.5 million ($500,000 each year) in New Jersey over the next three years to support early childhood systems building work… More


			
	    	


	    	
	    	
			
			
				
					
					Televisa Foundation


									$2 million

				
									[image: Logo: Televisa Foundation]

								
				


				Televisa Foundation commits to promoting innovation for early childhood education in the Hispanic community by developing free and culturally responsive digital platforms related to early math and technology education for… More


			
	    	


	    	
	    	
			
			
				
					
					The Marriott Foundation


									$5 million

				
								
				


				The Marriott Foundation is committing $5 million over three years to support quality early education for all children aged zero to eight in the District of Columbia. Our vision for… More


			
	    	


	    	
	    	
			
			
				
					
					UPS


									$5 million

				
								
				


				In 2015, UPS and its employees will commit $5 million to help local communities address the challenge of ensuring more children are reading on grade level by the third grade.… More


			
	    	


	    	
	    	
			
			
				
					
					Alabama


				
								
				


				Alabama has increased funding for preschool while maintaining high-quality standards with three outcome goals in mind: positive social-emotional skills, acquisition and use of knowledge, and use of appropriate behavior to… More


			
	    	


	    	
	    	
			
			
				
					
					Boston, MA


				
								
				


				In 2005, Boston launched a citywide universal preschool program in the Boston Public Schools (BPS) for four-year-olds that combined two features of early childhood education: research-based, integrated and thematic curricula and quality… More


			
	    	


	    	
	    	
			
			
				
					
					Chicago, IL


				
								
				


				In 2013, Chicago Public Schools and the City of Chicago’s Department of Family Supports and Services came together to launch Chicago: Ready to Learn!, an initiative that expands early learning… More


			
	    	


	    	
	    	
			
			
				
					
					Cleveland, OH


				
								
				


				As part of an overall effort to improve education for Cleveland children, the Cleveland Metropolitan School District partnered with the philanthropic sector, business community, and representatives of the charter sector… More


			
	    	


	    	
	    	
			
			
				
					
					Delaware


				
								
				


				Delaware is in the process of implementing a strategic plan that addresses the comprehensive needs of children from birth to age five, developed as a joint effort between public and… More


			
	    	


	    	
	    	
			
			
				
					
					Denver, CO


				
								
				


				In 2006, Denver voters approved a ballot initiative to set aside a percentage of city sales tax revenue to improve the availability of high-quality preschool for Denver families, creating the… More


			
	    	


	    	
	    	
			
			
				
					
					Georgia


				
								
				


				Georgia currently has one of the longest-standing and most successful early education programs in the country. The 2012-2013 school year marked the 20th year of the state’s preschool service, which… More


			
	    	


	    	
	    	
			
			
				
					
					Nebraska


				
								
				


				Nebraska has expanded access to and improved the quality of early learning for infants and toddlers by carefully utilizing funding and optimizing public and private partnerships. Funded by earnings from… More


			
	    	


	    	
	    	
			
			
				
					
					New York City, NY


				
								
				


				This year, New York City pioneered Pre-K for All, expanding early education from just over 20,000 students to more than 53,000 children in year 1 of implementing truly universal preschool.… More


			
	    	


	    	
	    	
			
			
				
					
					Palm Beach County, FL


				
								
				


				The Children’s Service Council (CSC) of Palm Beach County, initially authorized by a 1986 ballot initiative and reauthorized by voters this year, is an independent special district that provides a… More


			
	    	


	    	
	    	
			
			
				
					
					Pennsylvania


				
								
				


				The Pennsylvania Office of Child Development and Early Learning partners with parents, schools, child care providers, early-intervention programs, Head Start, libraries, community organizations, and other stakeholders in order to provide… More


			
	    	


	    	
	    	
			
			
				
					
					San Francisco, CA


				
								
				


				The development of a high-quality early learning system in San Francisco has been built through community collaboration over the past 20 years. In 1991, San Francisco was one of the… More


			
	    	


	    	
	    	
			
			
				
					
					San Antonio, TX


				
								
				


				San Antonio passed a ballot initiative in 2012 to provide preschool with a sales tax increase of one-eighth of a cent. The initiative will raise $31 million a year and… More


			
	    	


	    	
	    	
			
			
				
					
					Seattle, WA


				
								
				


				Recognizing the importance of early childhood education, Seattle developed a plan to provide high quality, voluntary and affordable preschool for the city’s three and four year old children. A study… More


			
	    	


	    	
	    	
			
			
				
					
					Tulsa, OK


				
								
				


				Oklahoma is nationally recognized for its high-quality infant and toddler programs and longstanding statewide universal preschool program, which is available to all four-year-olds in the state on a voluntary basis.… More


			
	    	


	    	
	    	
			
			
				
					
					West Virginia


				
								
				


				West Virginia passed legislation in 2002 requiring expanded access to preschool education programs in order to make preschool available to all four-year-olds in the state by the 2012-2013 school year.… More


			
	    	


	    	
	    	
			
			
				
					
					West Sacramento, CA


				
								
				


				The UP for West Sacramento (UP4WS) initiative is a collaborative partnership between the City of West Sacramento, the local school districts, First 5 Yolo, First 5 California, and community-based organizations… More


			
	    	


	    	
	    	
			
			
				
					
					Winnebago Tribe


				
								
				


				The Winnebago Tribe of Nebraska has implemented an intensive, research-based Educare model early learning program to reduce early educational achievement disparities by integrating and enhancing their Head Start and other… More


			
	    	


	    	
	    	
			
			
				
					
					American Counseling Association


				
									[image: Logo: American Counseling Association]

								
				


				The American Counseling Association (ACA) is uniquely positioned to contribute to the Invest in US campaign.  We are the only national professional association that includes counselors from all specialty areas… More


			
	    	


	    	
	    	
			
			
				
					
					Campaign for Tobacco-Free Kids


				
								
				


				The Campaign for Tobacco-Free Kids strongly supports an increase in the federal tobacco tax, which the Administration has identified as the funding source for its early learning initiative. Tobacco taxes… More


			
	    	


	    	
	    	
			
			
				
					
					Jewish Council for Public Affairs


				
									[image: Logo: Jewish Council for Public Affairs]

								
				


				The Jewish Council for Public Affairs, with 15 national Jewish organizations and 125 local Jewish organizations, is the national coordinating agency for Jewish organizations engaged in public policy and community… More


			
	    	


	    	
	    	
			
			
				
					
					Children’s Defense Fund


				
									[image: Logo: Children’s Defense Fund]

								
				


				The Children’s Defense Fund (CDF) will support the Invest in US campaign with a twitter storm and Facebook activity highlighting CDF initiatives that support services and programming along the early… More


			
	    	


	    	
	    	
			
			
				
					
					Easter Seals


				
									[image: Logo: Easter Seals]

								
				


				Easter Seals has been a leader in inclusive early education for nearly a century. Through a nationwide network of 74 affiliates, Easter Seals is the largest provider of inclusive child… More


			
	    	


	    	
	    	
			
			
				
					
					Fair Share


				
									[image: Logo: Fair Share]

								
				


				Fair Share believes that everyone should get a fair shot at a good, productive life – and that starts with a quality education. Attending a high-quality preschool or childcare program… More


			
	    	


	    	
	    	
			
			
				
					
					National Association for the Education of Young Children


				
									[image: Logo: National Association for the Education of Young Children]

								
				


				The National Association for the Education of Young Children (NAEYC) is deeply committed to ensuring affordable, high-quality early childhood education for all children from birth to age 8 and advancing… More


			
	    	


	    	
	    	
			
			
				
					
					National Black Child Development Institute


				
									[image: Logo: National Black Child Development Institute]

								
				


				As the National Black Child Development Institute (NBCDI) celebrates our 45th anniversary in 2015, we and our engaged network of over 20 Affiliates in communities across the country are committed… More


			
	    	


	    	
	    	
			
			
				
					
					National Head Start Association


				
									[image: Logo: National Head Start Association]

								
				


				The National Head Start Association (NHSA) will echo the message of the Invest in Us Summit by hosting a Summit watch party at their 31st Parent Conference and Family Engagement… More


			
	    	


	    	
	    	
			
			
				
					
					National PTA


				
									[image: Logo: National PTA]

								
				


				National PTA is proud to serve as a partner in the Invest in US campaign and to support efforts that increase access to high-quality learning opportunities for every child. As… More


			
	    	


	    	
	    	
			
			
				
					
					National Women’s Law Center


				
									[image: Logo: National Women’s Law Center]

								
				


				On the day of the White House Summit on Early Education, NWLC, Zero to Three, and MomsRising will lead a twitter storm to highlight the importance of investing in high-quality… More


			
	    	


	    	
	    	
			
			
				
					
					Save the Children Action Network


				
									[image: Logo: Save the Children Action Network]

								
				


				Established to expand Save the Children’s capacity to transform young lives, Save the Children Action Network (SCAN) holds elected leaders accountable for investments in children from birth to age five. … More


			
	    	


	    	
	    	
			
			
				
					
					SEIU
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				The Service Employees International Union (SEIU) unites 80,000 early educators—Head Start Teachers, family child care providers, child care center teachers, and public school staff—as well as 2 million other workers,… More


			
	    	


	    	
	    	
			
			
				
					
					The Campaign for Grade-Level Reading


				
									[image: Logo: The Campaign for Grade-Level Reading]

								
				


				The Campaign for Grade-Level Reading (CGLR) commits to an active outreach and engagement effort to build a broad, deep and action-oriented consensus around the proposition that investing in children during… More


			
	    	


	    	
	    	
			
			
				
					
					ZERO TO THREE
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				ZERO TO THREE is committed to rallying the infant-toddler field to advocate for investments that support early development right from the start, beginning with our second Rally4Babies on the day… More


			
	    	


	    	
	    	
			
			
				
					
					American Federation of Teachers (AFT)


				
									[image: Logo: American Federation of Teachers (AFT)]

								
				


				As a nonprofit partner of the Invest in US campaign, the American Federation of Teachers is hosting a series of events to pilot their program Transitioning to Kindergarten. During New… More


			
	    	


	    	
	    	
			
			
				
					
					Early Care Education Consortium
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				The Early Care and Education Consortium (ECEC) is a non-profit trade association of Multi-Site Providers, State Child Care Associations and Educational Services Providers representing 8,500+ programs serving children from diverse… More


			
	    	


	    	
	    	
			
			
				
					
					MomsRising
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				MomsRising.org is an on-the-ground and online multicultural grassroots organization of more than a million people who are working to increase economic security for all moms, women, and families in the United… More


			
	    	


	    	
	    	
			
			
				
					
					Center for Law and Social Policy


				
									[image: Logo: Center for Law and Social Policy]

								
				


				The Center for Law and Social Policy (CLASP) seeks to reduce poverty and improve the lives of low-income people by advocating for policies that deliver results that matter. Our child… More


			
	    	


	    	
	    	
			
			
				
					
					9to5
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				9to5 advocates for family-supporting jobs and safety nets that protect and support working families and their young children. Affordable, quality early childhood education for all communities, especially for low-income families,… More


			
	    	


	    	
	    	
			
			
				
					
					Child Care Aware of America


				
									[image: Logo: Child Care Aware of America]

								
				


				Child Care Aware of America will have virtual engagement in the White House Summit from the Child Care Resource & Referral Community. Child Care Aware of America is calling on… More


			
	    	


	    	
	    	
			
			
				
					
					First Focus
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				First Focus is a bipartisan advocacy organization dedicated to making children the priority in federal policy and budget decisions.  Prioritizing our national commitment to children means investing in their earliest… More


			
	    	


	    	
	    	
			
			
				
					
					Newark Early Learning Funders Group


									$1.5 million

				
								
				


				The Newark Early Learning Funders Group, an affinity group of the Council of New Jersey Grantmakers, plans new commitments of over $1.5 million in 2015 for high-quality early childhood education… More


			
	    	


	    	
	    	
			
			
				
					
					Paul H. Brookes Publishing Co., Inc


									$200,000

				
								
				


				As an advocate of universal screening for more than twenty years, Brookes Publishing has committed to help strengthen screening in early education as part of the expanding federal initiatives. Brookes… More


			
	    	


	    	
	    	
			
			
				
					
					Stranahan Foundation


									$6 million

				
								
				


				The Stranahan Foundation Board of Trustees have recently affirmed their commitment to continued investment in strategies to: (a) support and nurture effective teaching and high quality adult/child interactions in early… More


			
	    	


	    	
	    



	




  

	


	
		
			
				
			    	Quality early childhood education programs help children grow. Child care. Early learning opportunities. Great preschool programs. See how investments in quality programs pay off for a lifetime.
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                                            Press Release 

December 10, 2014
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                                            October 30, 2015–Invest in US announces a new PSA with Steve Nash.
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                                            December 18, 2015–Invest in US celebrates its one-year anniversary.
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                                            March 18, 2016–Invest in US releases a new PSA with the head coach of Duke's men's basketball team, Coach K.



            

        


    
 	
 	
 		
 			
 		

 		
 			
				
						Many Push for Early Childhood Education– NBC Nightly News
	Obama Announces $1B for Early Childhood Education– Associated Press
	White House Makes The Case For Early Childhood Education With Star-Studded PSA's– BuzzFeed
	A challenge to invest in children: Column– USA Today
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	Shakira, John Legend Help Obama Launch Early Childhood Education Campaign– Rolling Stone

				

			

		

	



  



        



  





	
 
    
      December 2014 White House Summit on Early Education

    

    During the summit, President Obama called on business leaders, philanthropists, advocates, elected officials, celebrities and the public to invest in early childhood opportunities for children across the country. To recount the summit on Storify, click here.

 

            
        
                    
            [image: President Barack Obama announces that public and private partners have pledged more than $1 billion to early childhood education through Invest in US.]
          


                  
            [image: Vice President Joe Biden closes the summit by speaking on the cognitive science behind early childhood education and how it creates opportunities for all of the nation’s children.]
          


                  
            [image: Kris Perry, executive director of the First Five Years Fund, moderates a panel, urging business leaders to keep the momentum for investments in early childhood education.]
          


                  
            [image: DCPS third grader Alajah Lane introduces President Barack Obama, saying, “All kids should get the chance to learn when they are little because it is so important. When you invest in me, you invest in us.”]
          


                  
            [image: Valerie Jarrett, a senior advisor to President Barack Obama, provides opening remarks at the summit.]
          


                  
            [image: From left, Hirokazu Yoshikawa, Eric Gordon, La June Montgomery Tabron, Sheriff Russell Martin and Sec. Arne Duncan discuss how leaders can expand early childhood education with public investments.]
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					In partnership with Invest in US, and as additional resources become available, ten organizations have stepped up to help connect leaders with resources, planning grants, technical assistance (TA), communities and states of practice opportunities. Reach out to them directly by clicking on the links below. Or, let us know at Invest in US that you would like our help to figure it out.

Alliance for Early Success

The Alliance for Early Success is a catalyst for bringing partners together to improve advocacy, state policies, and ultimately learning, health, and family outcomes for vulnerable children birth through age eight. The Alliance does this by providing support in 24 states with 30 organizations that currently make up our National Technical Assistance (TA) Network. We connect them to best meet identified needs. Too often, effective programs and services at the local level “demonstrate and die” when there is no long-term sustainability plan. The Alliance is interested in: providing planning grants to cities or counties working on high-quality early learning advocacy and policies, supporting and brokering TA from our national network of experts to assist them, and connecting advocates, leaders, and policymakers at the local and state levels to plan for sustainability and scale.

For more information, contact Lisa Klein at lklein@earlysuccess.org




BUILD

BUILD is a support system for early childhood leaders so they can create effective policies and programs for young children from birth through age five in areas that impact healthy child development including early learning, health/mental, health/nutrition, and family support and engagement. BUILD provides customized technical assistance that is designed according to the unique needs of states and communities; BUILD’s

work (on the Quality Rating and Improvement System, kindergarten entry assessment, health equity, family engagement, etc.) is informed by experiences across the country. BUILD also acts as a network that convenes state and community leaders, online and in-person, to share best practices, resources and strategies. BUILD’s broad set of resources provide significant information on state and community strategies to advance the quality of early childhood systems components and to promote racial equity, cross-systems alignment and integration.

For more information, contact Susan G. Hibbard at shibbard@buildinitiative.org or info@buildinitiative.org




Early Childhood Funders Collaborative

Established in 1992 as a learning community for funders, the Early Childhood Funders Collaborative (ECFC) is comprised of national, regional, and local foundations. ECFC’s members seek to improve communications among funders, provide occasions for mutual learning, identify issues of common concern, incubate ideas for advancing the field, and present collaboration opportunities. ECFC will now provide support to new or current philanthropists interested in supporting early childhood and can be used as a vehicle for pooled or aligned funding to support building the capacity of states and communities to improve and bolster early learning systems and services.

For more information, contact Deborah Stahl at deborah.stahl@verizon.net




Early Childhood-LINC

Early Childhood-LINC is a learning and innovation network of local communities, coordinated by the Center for the Study of Social Policy (CSSP) and the Children’s Services Council of Palm Beach County. Network communities tackle challenges, test strategies, and develop and disseminate knowledge about building effective local early childhood systems. Early Childhood-LINC offers technical assistance through peer-to-peer calls, participation in workgroups, and commissioned reports summarizing proven strategies. Their technical assistance reflects a commitment to real-world experience; innovative strategies; systems building; moving to scale; and orienting all work to better results and to the central role of parents and families in their children’s lives.

For more information, contact Amy Fine at amy.fine@cssp.org or ec-lincinfo@cssp.org




National Association of Counties

The National Association of Counties (NACo) provides America’s county leaders with resources and information related to the long-term impacts and benefits of early childhood development programs. Through the work of their Human Services and Education Committee, NACo works to highlight innovative county programs related to early childhood development and provides connections to county leaders across the nation who are involved in these programs.

For more information, contact Hadi Sedigh at hsedigh@naco.org




National Governors Association

The Education Division of the National Governors Association Center for Best Practices (NGA Center) provides information, research, policy analysis, technical assistance, and grants to governors and their staffs in the areas of early childhood, K-12, and postsecondary education. The NGA Center staff consults with governors and their staffs on early education issues including: 1) developing strategies for increasing access to and quality of state-funded pre-k programs; 2) integrating early learning and K-12 standards, including those related to social-emotional development; 3) creating teacher-evaluation policies that work for pre-k to 3rd grade teachers and principals; 4) crafting pre-k to 3rd grade assessment strategies that improve instruction and student outcomes; 5) developing pre-k to 3rd grade strategies for improving proficiency in reading and math; and 6) aligning goals and policies between early childhood education and other state systems, including health and workforce development.

For more information, contact Richard Laine at rlaine@nga.org




National Institute for Early Education Research (NIEER)

The National Institute for Early Education Research (NIEER) supports excellence and equity in early childhood education by assisting national, state, and local leaders in the development of evidence-based policies and programs. NIEER also conducts and disseminates nonpartisan research, evaluation and policy analysis. NIEER’s signature product, an annual report on the state of preschool in America based on a survey of state pre-k programs, is now in its 11th year. NIEER researchers also work to improve early education through the design and development of high-quality curriculum, assessments, professional development, and other supports for practice.

For more information, contact Megan Carolan at mcarolan@nieer.org




National League of Cities

The National League of Cities (NLC), through its Institute for Youth, Education, and Families (IYEF), provides practical help and advice to city leaders seeking to improve outcomes for children, youth, and families in their own communities. NLC-IYEF assistance includes identification of promising city practices, connections between city officials for guidance and peer-learning opportunities, publication of issue-based resource guides, phone and email consultations and (in some instances) on-site technical assistance. Current NLC-IYEF projects include a strong focus on educational alignment for young children (ages 0-8), school readiness, parent support and engagement, professional development and quality improvement.

For more information, contact Katie Whitehouse at whitehouse@nlc.org




The Ounce of Prevention Fund

Over the last 30 years, the Ounce has been dedicated to ensuring that all children—especially those from low-income families—have high-quality early childhood experiences by administering model programs, providing high-quality professional development opportunities, and advocating for innovative policy solutions at the federal, state and local levels. They partner with states, cities, and school districts across the country to develop and implement state and local policies that give children in their communities the foundation to enter kindergarten prepared for long-term success. Using the latest research, local data sources, and their national network of early childhood experts with extensive policy experience, the Ounce provides technical assistance resources targeted to their specific needs and context of state and local leaders.

For more information, contact Elliot Regenstein at eregenstein@ounceofprevention.org




US Conference of Mayors

The U.S. Conference of Mayors (USCM), through its Jobs, Education and the Workforce Standing Committee and its Education Excellence Task Force, provides technical assistance and policy support to mayors seeking to improve educational outcomes for children and youth in their cities. The Committee and Task Force are focused on ways to bring about positive change in education through innovation at the local level, in particular to help minority students who are often disproportionately impacted by a sub-standard education system. USCM staff connects mayors to their colleagues for peer-to-peer networking opportunities and on-site technical assistance; and through a network of city education policy advisors, identifies and shares best practices, shares resources, and provides peer-to-peer learning opportunities. USCM currently has a strong focus on expanding access to high-quality early childhood education, including parental support and engagement.

For more information, contact Kathleen Amoroso Wiggins at kwiggins@usmayors.org
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Let us know how we can help—submit your contact information and question below and we'll get back to you right away.	 	
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